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September food donations set a new record. Food for over 120,000 children! 
 
Malawi 
 
Progress in Malawi 

On a recent Saturday morning at 6:30 a.m., Brent Goddard, Managing Director of NTC was awakened 
by a phone call from Napoleon Dzombe calling from Malawi, Africa. Napoleon was very excited and 
said “The newspaper just reported that child mortality in Malawi has dropped by 29 percent.” This is 
great news and although there are many factors for this improvement, VitaMeal® donors should feel 
great satisfaction that they are a part of a solution that is working.  

Here are highlights of articles on the improvement: 

Unicef Highlights Drop in Child Mortality Rate  
Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo), NEWS 
13 September 2007, London  

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) on Thursday released figures showing 
that child mortality figures around the world are improving…However, improvements 
in child mortality are happening at a slower pace in Africa than in other regions. Not 
long ago most child deaths happened in Asia, but now half of all child deaths occur in 
sub Saharan Africa. The figures show that if the current trend continues, by 2015 sub 
Saharan Africa will account for almost 60 per cent of all under-five deaths.  

Nonetheless, the report does highlight the fact that in some parts of Africa there have been major improvements. 
In Malawi between 2000 and 2004 the child mortality rate dropped by 29 per cent, whilst in Mozambique the rate 
fell by 20 per cent, along with similar reductions in Ethiopia, Namibia, Niger, Rwanda and Tanzania. There are 
high hopes that when the next figures are collated they will show even greater improvements.  

BLANTYRE, MALAWI NEWS 
Looking at Patience Ziyenda, 37, one would say that she is a jovial woman. But 
deep inside, Patience is sad. She is among the many women in Malawi who have 
been struck by the catastrophe of child mortality. Patience lost three children 
under the age of five within a period of six years…Despite such tragic 
experiences, Malawi is among the few countries in Africa which are on track to 
meet the United Nations (U.N.) Millennium Development Goal (MDG) on reducing 
the under-five mortality rate. The fourth MDG is to cut this rate by two-thirds, by 
2015.  
 



A U.N. report released on Nov. 22, 2006 indicates that despite sub-Saharan Africa being the most dangerous 
place in the world for newborns, Malawi is faring better than many of its counterparts in addressing infant 
mortality. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is supporting Malawi's efforts to reduce child mortality, 
along with the Japanese government. As one of Malawi's development partners, Japan is committed to helping 
the Southern African country attain the MDGs, including goal four on child mortality. Tokyo could be just the right 
partner to have when it comes to reducing deaths amongst children: Japanese figures show fewer than two 
deaths per 1,000 live births.  
 
Kyoji Mizutani, resident representative of the Japanese International Co-operation Agency, describes the child 
and infant mortality rate in Malawi as "intolerable". Tokyo has provided financial aid for the procurement of drugs 
and preventive materials. "Although Malawi has made some progress in reducing the death tolls of pregnant 
women and of infants, the situation still remains unacceptable," says Mizutani.  
 
Annually, about 73,000 children in Malawi die from preventable diseases. One in every five children dies before 
she or he is a month old, and one in every eight dies before her or his fifth birthday. Malnutrition is associated with 
54 percent of all children's deaths in Malawi, says the country's former advisor for health, Wesley Sangala. 
According to him, seven in 10 deaths of under-five children are attributable to diarrhea, acute respiratory 
infections, measles, malaria and nutritional deficiencies.  
 
It is wonderful to see so many children saved in Malawi but there are so many more that need our help. 
Thank you for your VitaMeal donations that make such a difference. 
 
Letter from Malawi Visitor 
Susanne Lammott, one of the donor visitors to Malawi in June wrote: 
“On this trip we could see the impact we are having on the lives of so many 
who by ‘accident of birth alone’ are less fortunate than we are. We could 
understand how much impact a single monthly commitment can have in the 
life of a child and see how grateful these hungry children and their families 
are for all they receive from our efforts. Yes, we’d seen photos and heard 
stories before, but being able to see and interact with these children—hold 
their tiny hands and hug their frail bodies—see their flashing white smiles 
that lit up their dark faces—hear their “hello’s” and “thank you’s” and joyous 
singing—made everything have meaning well beyond anything a report 
could convey. I still hear their excitement and laughter as we arrived in the 
villages, and no gift we brought them can come close to the gifts they gave 
us in the form of genuine welcomes, smiles and spontaneous waves and songs.” 
 
China 
 
Disasters in China 

• On June 3rd, 2007, Ning’er County in Pu’er City of Yunan Province 
was struck by an earthquake measuring 6.4 on the Richter scale, 
resulting in 3 dead and the direct economic loss of 2.5 billion Yuan.  

• From June 3rd to June 10th, extremely heavy rainstorms saturated 
Xuanwei City located at the boundary of Yunan and Guizhou 
Province, causing 4 deaths and the direct economic loss of 78.49 
million Yuan. 

• On July 16th, Chongqing Municipality suffered the greatest losses 
from floods in a hundred year, citing 6.46 million people affected, 
42 dead and direct economic losses of 2.7 billion. 

• Since July, Anhui Province has been impacted by rainstorms, 
affecting 16.43 million people and the direct economic loss of 10.7 
billion Yuan. 



 
Relief Activity 
Following the disasters, the China Foundation for Poverty 
Alleviation donated relief materials including VitaMeal, with 
the total value of 8.1 million Yuan (over $1 million US), to 
affected regions. The distribution was covered by television 
news (for the video report in Chinese featuring VitaMeal boxes 
and bags, see http://finance.cctv.com/20070807/108270.shtml). 
In addition, the effort was reported by Sohu net, Morning 
Newspaper and Xinjing Newspaper. 

 

Program Implementation 
In June, July and August, relief items were distributed to Yunan, Chongqing and Anhui respectively. 
 
Distribution List 

Date of 
Distribution 

Location Quantity 
(6 bags/carton) 

Number of 
Beneficiary 

June 25th  Ning’er County of Yunan Province 1300 cartons 7800 
June 25th Xuanwei City of Yunan Province 334 cartons 334 
July 25th Bishan County of Chongqing 

Municipality 
490 cartons 980 

July 25th Tongliang County in Chongqing 
Municipality 

490 cartons 520 

August 4th  Shou County in Anhui Province 387 cartons 774 
Total  3001 cartons 10408 

Photo Gallery 
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Spotlight:  
Name:  Dorkas and Elisabeth Here 
Home:  Kupang, East Nusa Tenggara 
Age:  8 years old 
Agency:  Foundation of Love and Care for  

Indonesia 
 
Dorkas and Elisabeth Here, twin sisters, are 
daughters of Wellem Here who works in a farm for 
a living. The girls are third grade students. Dorkas 
and Elisabeth love VitaMeal very much and hope to 
receive it every month.  

Name: He Ping 
Age: 8 
Situation:  
He Ping is studying in Grade Two.  
Due to poor nutrition, he seemed yellow and thin, and 
lacked the energy to study. He was 124cm tall and 
22.4kg in weight.  
 
After five months eating VitaMeal, he increased to 130 
cm tall and 25.5 kg in weight. Now he seems fit and 
energetic. He can focus on his studies. At the final 
examination, he got high marks in Math and Chinese.  

Spotlight:  



Monthly Distribution Report       
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
September VitaMeal Donations were delivered to Feed the Children and other authorized charities for 
distribution to those who need it most. Although the following were the intended destinations for the 
September donations, please note that the charities may change destinations due to logistical issues or 
based on the needs of recipients. These numbers include company matching donations. 
 
 # of Meals 
Destination (30 Child Meals per Bag) 
Malawi, Africa 2,934,120 
Tanzania 180,000 
Philippines 180,000 
China 300,000 
So. America and other 43,950  
Total 3,638,070 


